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Abstract

Housing has always been an important concern to families as one of the most important human needs. Today,
focusing on quantitative and economic factors and ignoring the qualitative aspects have caused social and
cultural harm, especially in low-income housing environments. Therefore, particular attention to the quality
of low-income housing environments is needed to enhance the quality of life in such areas. The goal of this
research is to define the factors of low-income housing environment quality, assess the current situation and
find the methods that can be used in practice. To achieve this goal, first, the important factors in this field were
extracted based on the opinions of scholars and researchers by using Delphi technique. In order to assess the
situation and prioritize the qualitative needs of low-income people, two Mehr complexes located in Hashtg-
erd new town (Eram and Boustan), were selected as the case study. A questionnaire including 40 qualitative
items was distributed among the residents. Data analyses were done by using SPSS software and the validity
of the questionnaire was analyzed. To process information and identify categories of items of questionnaires,
factor analysis was used and the factors “interior function” and “nature relation” are the first priority among
them. Services and access, safety, social security, cultural similarity, volume, livability and residential applica-
tions are next priorities. In assessing the current situation of low-income housing environment, factors such as
the interior function and nature relation and cultural similarity is suitable and adequate according to residents
opinion, And the factors of such services and access, livability, security and safety is not so desirable. It is clear
that the change of mentioned factors to the design suggestions, should be considered by urban designers and
architectures, in order to obedient of provided principles and regulations can solve the present difficulties of
low-income housing and its environment.

Keyword: Housing-environment Quality; Low-income people; Mehr residence; Interior function; Nature
relation.
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